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UM AUTHOR, PROFESSOR RECEIVES GUGGENHEIM FELLOWSHIP 
MISSOULA-
Judy Blunt, author of the 2002 memoir “Breaking Clean,” has won a coveted 
Guggenheim Fellowship Award.
Guggenheim Fellows are appointed on the basis of distinguished achievement in 
the past and exceptional promise for future accomplishment. Blunt, an associate 
professor in The University of Montana Department of English, is the first faculty 
member in UM ’s Creative Writing Program to receive a Guggenheim Award since 
Richard Hugo in 1970.
The award, which averaged $38,000 last year, will allow Blunt to take a 
sabbatical during spring 2007. She will spend the time working on a book of essays about 
strength and storytelling among women in the West.
Blunt is among 187 winners of 2006 Guggenheim Fellowships selected from 
nearly 3,000 applicants in 78 different fields, from the creative arts to the natural 
sciences. The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation will award $7.5 million in 
this year’s competition, its 82nd.
A critically acclaimed collection of essays, “Breaking Clean” described Blunt’s 




in northeastern Montana. The third generation of a homesteading family, Blunt grew up 
more than 50 miles from the small Hi-Line town of Malta. After an early marriage, Blunt 
left behind the challenges and rewards of the only life she knew in 1986, moving to 
Missoula with her three children to study at UM.
“Breaking Clean” won the PEN/Jerard Fund Award and the Whiting Writers’ 
Award and was a New York Times Notable Book.
More information about the Guggenheim Fellowship Award, including a list of 
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